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City Coast 


To many people, the word ‘“‘coast”’ 
connotes mile-long beaches, seashells and 
crashing surf. It can call to mind the dunes 
of Cape Cod beaches or the rocky cliffs of 
Maine. 

But to others, both city and country 
dwellers alike, ‘“‘coast’’ can mean a picnic 
on George’s Island, the dolphin show at the 
Aquarium, a visit to the J.F.K. Library, the 
turning-around of ‘‘Old Ironsides’’, or a 
gastronomic tour of Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace. 

The following is a selective list of reading 
materials available at the Boston Public 
Library. The books and reports listed high- 
light the concept of the city coast. Extensive 
literature on the entire coast may also be 
found in both the Research Library and the 
General Library. Materials from the Gen- 
eral Library may be taken home. 


For Naturalists 


Ahmadjian, Vernon. Flowering Plants of 
Massachusetts. Amherst: University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1979. 582 p. 


Describes trees and shrubs as well as 
some of the more common and conspic- 
uous wildflowers; a few sedges and 
grasses.are also included. For each plant, 
information including its common name, 
location (i.e., field or roadside), flowering 
time and height is given, and black and 
white illustrations provided. 


Audubon Society. The Audubon Society 
Field Guide to Natural Places of the 
Northeast: Coastal. New York, Pantheon 
Books: 1984. 432 p. 


Includes information on whale watches, a 
naturalist’s tour of Peddock’s Island and 
a treasury of detail on other natural, 
coastal places. 


Boston Harbor Islands Comprehensive Plan. 
Boston: Massachusetts Department of 
Natural Resources, 1972. Includes photos 
and maps. 


Plan includes summary of a study made 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
determine to what extent rats and other 
wildlife are present. Lists most common 
marsh grasses, soft-shell clams, shrubs 
and trees. 


Boston Redevelopment Authority. Boston 
Urban Wilds. Boston: Boston Urban 
Redevelopment Authority: 1976. 54 p. 


Inventory of over 2,000 acres of natural 
lands within Boston’s boundaries, but 
outside of the city park system. Lists 143 
urban wilds sites, including 68 sites of 
geological significance, 12 inland and 8 
coastal wetland sites, 28 sites having 
important vegetation and 27 sites along 
the shoreline. 


Chesterman, Charles W. The Audubon 
Society Field Guide to North American 
Rocks and Minerals. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1978. 850 p. 


The guide is arranged by color photo- 
graphs and describes some 232 mineral 
species (including about 20 gemstones 
and 40 types of rocks). Also provides keys 
to identification, including descriptions of 
natural environments and instruction on 
collecting procedures. 


Godin, Alfred. J. Wild Mammals of New 
England. Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press, 1977. 304 p. 


Identifies animals found in the New 
England states and their offshore waters. 
Also includes range maps showing known 
distribution, habits, ecology, life history, 
behavior and appearance of wild 
mammals, including induced species. 


Griscom, Ludlow and Dorothy E. Snyder. 
The Birds of Massachusetts. Salem: 
Peabody Museum, 1955. 295 p. 


Checklist gives actual locations and dates 
of sightings, also notes most likely places 
where specific birds may be seen, (i.e., 
on the coast or in the plains), and migra- 
tion dates. 


Jorgensen, Neil. A Guide to New England’s 
Landscape. Barre: Barre Publishers, 
1971. 256 p. 


Details bedrock foundation and glacial 
sculpturing which still affect the 
changing sea level and vegetation at var- 
ious altitudes. Suggests places to visit and 
books to read which correspond to each 
geological feature. 


Kaye, Clifford A. ‘““‘The Geology and Early 
History of the Boston Area of Massa- 
chusetts, A Bicentennial Approach.”’ 
U.S. Government Geological Survey Bul- 
letin, 1476 (1976). 78 p. 


Describes the geological events that 

formed the harbor and islands as well as 
agricultural and industrial developments 
that have further changed the shoreline. 


Levering, Dale. An Illustrated Flora of the 
Boston Harbor Islands. Boston: North- 
eastern University Press, 1978. 200 p. 


Brief text, including habitat, accom- 
panied by black and white illustrations. 
Inset map indicates island on which bo- 
tanical specimen may be found. 


Meinkoth, Norman A. The Audubon Society 
Field Guide to North American Seashore 
Creatures. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1981. 799 p. 


Color plates arranged by overall morph- 
ological shape. Each description includes 
habitat and range for sponges, anem- 
ones, barnacles, oysters, mussels and 
clams, octopods and squid, lobsters, 
shrimps and crabs. 


Niering, William A. and Nancy C. 
Olmstead. The Audubon Society Field 
Guide to North American Wildflowers. 
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979. 862 p. 


A color-keyed guide to flower identifi- 
cation—gives habitat, common name, 
data on height range and general 
comments. 


For Mariners 


Cellerini, Louis E. Seaport Dynamics: A 
Regional Perspective. Lexington, Massa- 
chusetts: D.C. Heath, 1976. 156 p. 


Using the port of Boston as the major 
focus for this study, headings include his- 
tory and administration of the port, trade 
imbalance, facilities and cost structure, 
labor and competition with New York and 
the future of the port. 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Port of 
Boston, Massachusetts. Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1983. 
84 p. Includes maps and photographs. 


Describes port and harbor conditions in 
general. Detailed listings, including 
owners and operators, of piers, wharves, 
and docks. Also notes physical character- 
istics of structures, type of construction, 
mechanical handling facilities, railway 
and highway connections, electric 
current and fire protection (other than 
city). 


——-—. Rivers and Harbors, Massa- 
chusetts. Volume 2. Project Maps. Wash- 
ington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 
1976. 


Detailed maps for each river and harbor, 
description of navigation project and 
progress to date, also costs of completed 
work. 


U.S. Department of Commerce. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion. National Ocean Service. United 
States Coast Pilot 1: Atlantic Coast: East- 
port to Cape Cod. Washington, D.C.: 
National Ocean Service, 1985. 252 p. 


Textual material for navigators of U.S. 
coastal and intercoastal waterways; 
includes navigation regulations, out- 
standing landmarks, channel and anchor- 
age peculiarities and dangers, weather, 
ice, freshets, routes, pilotage and port 
facilities, bearings, currents, depths, 
under-keel clearances and bridges. 


For Historians 


Kales, Emily and David. All About the 
Boston Harbor Islands. Boston: Herman 
Publishing Inc., 1983. 120 p. 


Describes islands of Dorchester Bay, the 
Outer Harbor, Quincy Bay and Hingham 
Bay, with emphasis on natural and naval 
history. Provides information on “‘land- 
lubber’”’ tours, bus tours, harbor cruises 
and excursions, fishing facts with listings 
of bait and tackle locations, and 
swimming beaches around harbor. Also 
includes directions on how to get there 
and what facilities are available. 


Snow, Edward Rowe. Boston Bay Mysteries 
and Other Tales. New York: Dodd, Mead 
and Company, 1977. 272 p. 


A famous storyteller writes of legends, 
apparitions and marvelous events; 
marine travel in Boston Bay and a murder 
on Middle Brewster Island. 


———.The Romance of Boston Bay. Boston: 
Yankee Publishing Company, 1944. 319 p. 


Includes tales about the sea serpent, 
accounts of the famous Tea Party and 
years Boston Harbor has frozen over, and 
many other stories of the islands of 
Boston Harbor and coastal lighthouses. 


Sweetser, M.F. King’s Handbook of Boston 
Harbor. Cambridge: Moses King, Pub- 
lisher, 1882. 268 p. 


A “quaint’’ description of Boston Harbor 
as it was at the turn-of-the-century. 
Horsecars, steamboats, grand hotels at 
Nantasket and noteworthy Boston firms 
are vividly described along with a wealth 
of historical detail. 


Tourists’ Guide to Boston Harbor. Boston: 
William J. Finn, Publisher, 1915. 67 p. 


Historically interesting guide with photo- 
graphs of Provincetown and Nantasket 
Beach, all taken before the Cape Cod 
Canal was built! 


For Everyone 


Boston Harbor Associates. Boston Harbor— 
An Uncertain Future. Boston: Boston 
Harbor Associates, 1978. 12 p. 


Pinpoints management problems (i.e. 
harbormaster vacancy), conflicting 
agency jurisdictions, harbor pollction 
and public water transportation, in- 
cluding ferry service. 


Boston Redevelopment Authority. Long 
Wharf. Boston: Boston Redevelopment 
Authority, 1981. 12p. 


Brochure gives historical highlights of 
Long Wharf and T Wharf. Includes 
information on the implementation of a 
plan to reconstruct and restore the 
wharf. Restoration plan features histor- 
ical display, steps to the sea, a public 
dock and linkage between the MBTA and 
recreational facilities of the harbor. 


Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management 
Office. Getting There: A Recreational 
Guide to the South Shore Waterfront, 
from Hingham to Plymouth. Boston: 
Massachusetts Goastal Zone Manage- 
ment Office, 1981. 70 p. 


Lists beattes: waterfront parks and fa- 
cilities for boating, saltwater fishing and 
shellfishing. Information on mafitime his- 
tory and special events can also be found, 
along with listings of information sources 
for coastal communities on the South 
Shore. 


Starbuck, James C. Boston, 1971-1975: A 
Bibliography of Articles From Serials. 
Monticello, Illinois: Council of Planning 
Librarians Exchange Bibliography, 1976. 
Edited by Mrs. Mary Vance. 23 p. 


Includes article by L.D. Harris, ‘‘Adopt 
an Island: Lovell’s Island in Boston 
Harbor’’, which was printed in American 
Forest, 77 (5/71), p. 4-5. Other topics of 
interest include architecture, biography, 
historic preservation, parks, etc... 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: 
Region I. Boston Harbor Supplemental 
Draft: E.I.S. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, 1984. 300- p. 


Extensive reports based on public infor- 
mation meetings on wastewater facilities 
and site options, aimed at Boston Harbor 
clean-up. 


Compiled by the Science Reference Depart- 
ment (x265) and the Government Documents 
Department (x226) of the Boston Public 
Library Research Division. 


Boston Public Library 
666 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02117 


Telephone: (617) 536-5400 


Hours of Service— 


Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday (Oct.-May), 2 p.m.-6 p.m. 


